
 
 
 
 
 
 
25th February 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
 
Following on from the updated lockdown exit strategy, I can announce that Elmsleigh will be fully 
reopening to all children from Monday 8th March. This will be a mandatory expectation for all 
children to attend school unless they have been classed as Clinically Extremely Vulnerable and 
are on the shielding patient list. This means that this is compulsory for all children and attendance 
will be monitored on a daily basis.  
 
We are very aware that children are missing out on socialising with their class friends and ‘real’ 
teaching and most of all, physically being at Elmsleigh which gives them a huge sense of 
belonging. Although our remote learning offer has been great in supporting home learners, it is not 
the same as experiencing it first-hand and every member of staff is looking forward to welcoming 
the children back.  
 
During the Autumn term, by following strict guidelines and risk assessing, we were able to keep 
school open safely for the whole term. Since then, our school capacity has reached 50% for partial 
opening for critical worker children and vulnerable children and have not had to close any bubbles 
from reception, year 1 and year 2. Since the spring term, all members of staff are taking part in 
administering Lateral Flow Tests to themselves twice per week at home which have been 
successful. 
 Our plans below will follow on from our successful opening last term.  
 
BUBBLES 
You will all be familiar with this now. The aim of ‘bubbles’ is to minimise the risk of transmission by 
limiting the number of children and staff contact with each other. In Key Stage 1, we have class 
‘bubbles’.  In the Early years, we will have a bubble for Busy bees, and a year group bubble for 
Butterflies and Ladybirds. Our Rainbow Room will also be a bubble. The ‘bubbles’ across school will 
stay together and not cross over into different groups by children. 
 
KEEPING SAFE IN THE CLASSROOM 
The staff will work hard in encouraging distancing, but we all know that the 2m rule is impossible for 
young children and children with additional needs. The classrooms are arranged in the safest way 
to avoid groups of children sitting close together and have been a huge success in delivering 
teaching and learning effectively.  
 
The classrooms will also be well-ventilated as much as possible which reduces the risk from airborne 
transmission.  
 
  



 
The guidelines make it very clear that the best way to prevent contamination is to clean hands 
thoroughly more often than usual. This will be done with soap and running water or hand sanitiser 
in school. We will make sure that your children continue to clean their hands regularly, including as 
soon as they arrive at school, when they come inside from playtime, changing rooms, before and 
after eating and when using the toilet. Again, this year, they have been brilliant at remembering this 
rule. Staff will support younger children or children with additional needs who may need help with 
this. 
 
HYGIENE 
 
Our cleaning and staff team have worked hard in making sure that classrooms are cleaned 
thoroughly during the school day and after school and this will carry on into March. If equipment is 
shared, then it is cleaned between use. As a school, we will be encouraging the ‘catch it, bin it, kill 
it’ message for all of our children, teaching them about the importance of using tissues for sneezes 
and runny noses and using the lidded bins that we have in school. 
 
WHAT TO BRING TO SCHOOL? 
 
Your children will need to come back to school wearing their school uniform and sensible shoes. 
They can also bring their bookbag and into school. If you have loaned a chrome book, please return 
it to the school office on the first day back at school. 
 
Your children will also need to bring back all the work that they have completed in the folder that 
was provided as well as the equipment provided.  
 
 Please make sure that your child comes to school wearing their PE kit on their designated day. 
(Teachers will confirm this for you on class dojo).   
 
As children cannot share equipment unless it is cleaned, like before, we are asking that every child 
brings into school their own named wipeable pencil case with a pack of pencil crayons and felt-tip 
pens. Some children will already have them in school from the Autumn term. We will provide your 
child with a school pencil to keep with them. 
 
SCHOOL LUNCH 
 
The school kitchen is up and running as normal and every child from reception – Year 2 is entitled 
to Universal free school meals because they are in Key Stage 1. School meals will be published 
again on the back of our weekly newsletters so your child will be able to see what the menu is for 
the following week. You do not have to choose a hot school meal every day and your child can bring 
to school a lunchbox instead. Children will be eating their lunches in their classrooms in Years 1 and 
2 to minimize contact between people. 
 
PLAYTIMES 
Playtime whether in the morning or over lunch will continue to be staggered into ‘bubbles’ across 
school and be supervised by members of staff. Children will be encouraged to minimise contact and 
play contactless games. 
  



 
TIMES OF THE SCHOOL DAY 
Start and finish times for the school day will be staggered to prevent lots of parents on the school 
site at the same time and we have tried to accommodate families with siblings as much as possible 
to prevent different drop off and collection times. Please keep to the times for dropping off and 
picking up and follow the procedures which will be explained to you in further detail. Please can all 
parents ensure that there is only one adult on the school premises to collect to minimise numbers. 
You will need to continue to wear a mask when on the school site, at all times. Please contact the 
school office if you are exempt from this safety precaution. 
 
Please follow the staggered times and only enter school at your allotted time slot to minimise risks 
– the gate will only open 2 minutes before. 
                                           Start time                Lunch-time                   End of the day 
Nursery                               8.30/ 12.15             11.30-12.15                  3.15 
Reception                           8.40                        11.30                             2.40 
Year 1                                 9.00                        12.00                             3.00 
Year 2                                 9.10                        12.30                             3.10 
Siblings                               8.40                                                              3.15 
 
BREAKFAST CLUB 
Wraparound provision for before school will be in place only for supporting parents to return to work 
and will be available from 8.15am at a cost of £2.00 per day.  If you require this facility, please 
contact the school office so that we can add you onto the list. 
 
IF YOUR CHILD BECOMES UNWELL 
As a school, we have to reduce any contact with those who are unwell by making sure that children 
who have Covid-19 symptoms, or anyone in their household who has symptoms or has tested 
positive in the last 7 days do not come to school and making sure that any child showing symptoms 
in school is sent home straight away. Please ensure that your contact details are up to date. 
 
Symptoms include a new, continuous cough or a high temperature, or a loss of, or change in, their 
normal sense of taste or smell. If this happens then they must self-isolate for at least 7 days and 
need to arrange to have a test. Other family members would still need to self-isolate for 10 days 
from when the first person first had symptoms. Children from any age can now be tested and we 
can help you to book a test if you are struggling with this. You must always inform us immediately 
of the results of a test and also if there is a member in your family with a positive test.  If a test 
is positive, we have a duty to inform the local health protection team who will perform a risk 
assessment and decide the next steps, which may mean closures of school bubbles. 
 
Children can return to school after they have finished their isolation period and their symptoms have 
gone or if they continue to have a cough as this can last for several weeks after the infection has 
gone. If they still have a temperature after 10 days or are still unwell, please seek medical advice. 
 
REMOTE EDUCATION – DOES THIS CONTINUE? 
Over the past 7 weeks, children who have been educated at home have been taking part in live 
lessons. Come March 8th, this will stop.  
 
However, if an individual child is required to self-isolate at home due to a family case, we will expect 
your child to continue their school day at home. Therefore, this will consist of logging into live zoom 
lessons from Reception, Year 1 and Year 2. In the event of a bubble bursting, live lessons will return 
and will be delivered in exactly the same way as they have been for the past 7 weeks. 
  



 
COMMUNICATION 
All paperwork will be kept to a minimum. The office will use email / text message service to contact 
you and any whole school letters will continued to be emailed out to you and posted on our Elmsleigh 
Facebook page. Weekly newsletters will continue to update you all with news and ongoing events 
which will also be emailed to you, posted on the Facebook Page as well as our school website. 
 
CONTACTING TEACHERS 
Due to the restrictions in place, parents are unable to come into school. If you would like to message 
/ speak to your child’s class teacher, please do this on Class Dojo. Please be mindful that all our 
teachers will be teaching all day long, so messages won’t be answered straight away. If there is 
anything urgent, we ask you to contact us immediately and speak to the school office. 
 
Our plans will be continuously reviewed as safety always comes first. If you have ANY worries or 
concerns at all, please contact me, Mrs Arckless or your child’s class teacher. 
 
With kindest regards, 
 
Mrs K. Burton 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


