
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Tuesday 12th May 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
 
Following on from Sunday’s announcement from the Government and further guidance from the 
Dfe, the team at Elmsleigh have been working together to try to put a possible plan in place to 
keep your children as safe as possible when Elmsleigh partially re-opens. If we did partially re-
open, it would be for Reception and Year 1 children for a maximum of two days per week and 
Nursery and Year 2 would be considered at a later date.   
 
In response to our survey sent out to Reception and Year 1 parents, we recognise and 
understand all of your worries and will support you if you choose to keep your child at home 
during this uncertain time. We can reassure you that we will not be issuing any fines for parents 
who make this decision. 
 
Some of you have requested further information about our plans for partial re-opening.  
 
Our plans so far would be to reduce class sizes to a maximum of 8 children in each classroom.  
Children will stay in the same group at all times with the same staff. We will do our best to use 
familiar staff and keep them in their class groups as much as possible. Classrooms have been 
rearranged so that children are sitting at one child per desk / zone. Families would need to 
adhere to allocated school staggered start and finishing times to maximise social distancing.   
 
Lunch-times will also be staggered – we have our kitchen staff based at school and hot dinners 
can be served in the classrooms. If your child has a hot dinner on these days, and you are 
eligible for vouchers, you would not be able to receive vouchers for these days. Alternatively 
your child can bring in a packed lunch. 
 
Your children will be able to come to school wearing their own clothes and sensible shoes - 
school uniform is not required. This is because your children must wear clean clothes each day. 
Areas will be clearly marked to ensure social distancing during lining up times and drop off / 
collection times. 
 
Playtimes will be staggered across the outdoor zones around school. 
If children do fall over and injure themselves, of course we will help them but we would be 
wearing masks and gloves to protect ourselves. If children also soil themselves, staff would 
wear masks. 
Parents will not be allowed in school. If you need to speak to a member of staff, please use 
class dojo or telephone school. This is to keep everyone safe. 
 



 
 
 
Cleaning  
 
Classrooms will have previously been deep cleaned prior to re-opening. Staff will be very 
vigilant in ensuring that children are washing their hands regularly and using hand sanitiser 
several times each day. Children will be using toilets one at a time and staff will ensure that they 
wash their hands afterwards. Children will have their own equipment such as pencils, glue 
sticks, scissors. Children will keep their own water bottle in the classroom so that staff can 
sanitise them on a daily basis.  Classrooms will also be cleaned every day and deep cleaned 
every Friday. Tables will be cleaned regularly with anti-bacterial spray. Toys and equipment will 
be sprayed with anti-bacterial product in between each child’s use. Outdoor equipment will be 
cleaned between use. 
 
Shielding 
 
If your child is clinically vulnerable and has health issues, please do not bring them back to 
school. Also, if you have a member in your family who is shielding, please do not bring your 
child back. 
We cannot guarantee social distancing for your children all of the time – children are children 
and will forget at times. We will do our absolute best to remind them to stay apart as much as 
physically possible. 
 
Home school learning 
 
We will be keeping our home-school learning that teachers are uploading on a weekly basis. 
Our plan would be for groups to have the opportunity to complete some of their tasks at school. 
We would also focus on the well-being of your children as this comes above anything else. For 
children who are staying at home, home-school learning will continue in the same way through 
Class Dojo, Purplemash and Spelling shed.  
 
Symptoms in school 
If your child has symptoms in school, the same government guidelines apply and they will be 
sent home and asked to self-isolate for 7 days. If somebody in your family develops symptoms 
then the whole family would need to isolate for a further 14 days unless they receive a negative 
test. 
Based on this information, we need you to make a decision if your child is in reception or Year 1 
on whether your will be returning your child to school for two days a week. At this time, we are 
unable to let you know of the days. 
 
Please can you reply to your child’s class teacher on class dojo or email them by Friday 15th 
May at 12pm at the very latest. 
 
We have tried to give you as much detail as possible to make an informed decision for your 
child.  
 
We will support your decision. 
 
With kindest regards, 
 
Mrs Burton, Mrs Bannister and the Senior Management Team at Elmsleigh 



 
 

 
 
 


